

Adopted 10/11/16


Introduced by Council Members Love and Bowman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Brosche, Boyer, Ferraro, Crescimbeni, Carter, R. Gaffney, R. Brown, Wilson, Becton, Hazouri, Anderson, Morgan and Dennis:
RESOLUTION 2016-614-A
A RESOLUTION REITERATING THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE’S STRONG SUPPORT FOR BASING U.S. AIR FORCE F-35A JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER AIRCRAFT AT THE FLORIDA AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE AT JACKSONVILLE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT; DIRECTING THE LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO FORWARD COPIES OF THIS ADOPTED RESOLUTION TO THE MEMBERS OF THE northeast florida CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, the Adjutant General of Florida, the Assistant Adjutant General of Florida – Air, and the Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Jacksonville has strongly supported the Department of Defense’s area commands and activities, including the Florida Air National Guard’s 125th Fighter Wing at Jacksonville International Airport, the United States Navy at Naval Station Mayport and Naval Air Station Jacksonville, the United State Marine Corps at Blount Island Command, and the United States Coast Guard Sector Command; and
WHEREAS, Jacksonville is home to over 150,000 veterans and 50,000 active duty and reserve personnel and Department of Defense civilians; and
WHEREAS,  the 125th Fighter Wing, Florida Air National Guard, protects the air sovereignty of the Southeastern United States, including the skies over Jacksonville, keeping our citizens safe, every minute of every day; and  
WHEREAS, the 125th Fighter Wing at Jacksonville International Airport is one of eighteen commands still being considered by the U.S. Air Force as a recipient of a squadron of the new F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter aircraft; and
WHEREAS,
the F-35A is the most advanced aircraft in the U.S. Air Force fighter inventory, delivering cutting edge capability to our national security, and the 125th Fighter Wing is one of the top fighter units in the Air National Guard (and the U.S. Air Force), making the two a natural combination with mutual benefits for both the Air Force and the Jacksonville community; and 
WHEREAS, Jacksonville International Airport is an ideal location for the F-35A with an ideal climate, Supersonic Warning Areas, nearby live fire ranges, thousands of acres of undeveloped noise buffer zones, a strong aviation industrial community, and tenacious community support; and
WHEREAS,
our community supports our national defense and values the military families that live, work and contribute to our city and its neighborhoods, with the Northeast Florida area being one of the most popular locations for military families who know that they will be supported and valued by the local community; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville reiterates its wholehearted support for the assignment of the U.S. Air Force’s 5th Generation Multi-Role Joint Strike Fighter Aircraft, the F-35A Lightning II, to the Florida Air National Guard’s 125th Fighter Wing based at the Jacksonville International Airport, and urges the Air Force to evaluate and recognize the unique attributes offered by this area for the success of the aircraft’s operation, its mission, pilots, support staff, and their families.

Section 2. 
Directive to Circulate. The City Council’s Legislative Services Division is hereby directed to forward copies of this adopted resolution to the members of the Northeast Florida Congressional delegation, the Adjutant General of Florida, the Assistant Adjutant General of Florida – Air, and the Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
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